
Grow Community - Sopwell
Abbots Avenue West Planters Weeding Group

Risk Assessment
Project Name Abbbots Avenue West 

Planters: Weeding group
Venue Abbots Avenue West Planters

Assessment Date  July 2020 Assessed by Joanna Cooney / Kate Swindells

Venue Description Two concrete planters either side of the shop parade on Abbots Avenue West, St 
Albans. The planters are raised above the ground and have a concrete surround. 
Plants in the upper planter are primarily edible; plants in the lower planter are 
primarily decorative (bushes and wildflowers).

Users Committee member, volunteers, members of the public, partners

First Aiders None

First Aid Kit Location Team leader to bring a first aid kit to scheduled weeding groups.

Nearest Phone SM and Sons local shops

Nearest A&E Hospital

Watford General Hospital, Vicarage Rd, Watford, WD18 0HB
Tel: 01923 244 366

Minor Injuries Unit, St Albans City Hospital, Waverley Rd, St Albans, Herts, AL3 5PN   

Tel: 01727 866 122

EMERGENCIES: 999

A full site check and task check has been carried out prior to completing this risk assessment, and we have 
referred to the RHS advisory article ‘Minimising Health Risks in the Garden’ (https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/
profile?PID=541),  Government COVID-19 advice (https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus), ‘Best Practices for 
Community Garden Management During the COVID-19 Pandemic’ by Purdue University 
(https://extension.purdue.edu/article/36666), and the Resource Centre article ‘A simple guide to risk 
assessment for community groups.’ (https://www.resourcecentre.org.uk/information/risk-assessments/)

All equipment is to be provided by committee members and volunteers and brought to each session.  

KEY TO RISK ASSESSMENT:

Probability/Frequency (P)
1 = improbable occurrence
2 = possible occurrence
3 = vocational occurrence
4 = regular occurrence
5 = common occurrence
6 = very common occurrence

Severity/Consequence (S)
1 = trivial injury/ies or loss
2 = minor injury/ies or loss
3 = major injury/ies or loss
4 = major injury to several people
5 = death to one person
6 = multiple deaths

Acceptable risk level: 
P x S = 6 or less

Potential Hazard Risk 
P x S

Preventative Control Measures New Risk
P x S

Slips, trips and falls, 
particularly from within the 

3 x 2 = 6 Plants planted to encourage picking / gardening 
/weeding from outside the planter rather than inside

2 x 2 = 4



planter. where possible.

At scheduled plantings and weedings, children 
should be accompanied and supervised by a parent 
or carer at all times.

The site should be left in good repair, with no 
gardening materials left outside the planters (e.g. 
pulled up weeds, compost).

Volunteers should wear sensible shoes if they are 
working in the bed.

Scheduled visits should be postponed if the weather 
makes conditions unsafe.

Lifting injury or strain 3 x 2 = 6 Volunteers should not lift heavy objects, use 
appropriate lifting techniques when lifting materials 
and should not overfill buckets or wheelbarrows.

2 x 2 = 4

Injuries from rubbish left in 
planters (litter is more 
prevalent in the lower 
planter).

3 x 3 = 9 Volunteers asked to wear gloves and sturdy shoes.

Regular litter picks with litter pickers in beds where 
picking / gardening take place.

Cease working in planters where needles or broken 
glass seen until these can be removed by either the 
Council or with a litter picker.

2 x 2 = 4

Structural damage of the 
planter, leading to partial or 
total collapse.

1 x 4 = 4 Visual checks made of the structural stability of the 
planter. Where issues are seen, planter taped off 
and issues reported to the Council.

1 x 4 = 4

Poisoning from plants or 
substances put on the plants.

2 x 3 = 6 Plants of known varieties planted in the planters.

Plants clearly labelled where possible.

Poisonous plants to be kept out of the edible bed 
e.g. daffodils.

Plants grown organically with no herbicides or 
pesticides. If in future, herbicides or pesticides are 
deemed unavoidable, a separate risk assessment 
with COSHH assessment will be made.

Compost should be well rotted before use to 
minimise bioaerosols.

Cuts should be covered by gloves or plasters before 
starting work to minimise the risk from e.g. tetanus 
or sepsis.

Volunteers should be reminded to have up to date 
tetanus vaccinations.

2 x 2 = 4

Damage from tools. 2 x 2 = 4 Volunteers supply their own well maintained tools.

Hand tools only, no power tools used as these 
require a greater level of training and care.

2 x 2 = 4
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No tools left in planter, removed and stored by 
committee if seen.

COVID-19 3 x 3 = 9 Volunteers do not visit planter if they have COVID-19
symptoms or if they have been in contact with 
someone showing symptoms within the last two 
weeks.

Volunteers stay 2m apart, which may require 
working in tandem rather than together.

Working groups should comprise six or less people.

Where close working is unavoidable, volunteers 
wear masks.

Volunteers should wash hands before and after 
visiting the planters (using the “Happy Birthday” 
rule), or use hand steriliser where this is not 
possible.

Volunteers should not share tools, and should be 
reminded to sterilise their tools before and after 
undertaking work.

Vulnerable volunteers who are at particular risk 
should be part of a group that are already in their 
bubble (e.g. disabled volunteers and their carers), 
and not mix with a wider volunteer group.

2 x 3 = 6

Vermin 3 x 2 = 6 The height of the planters helps reduce this but 
where visual evidence of infestation is seen, contact 
will be made with the Council Pest Control Officer 
for advice.

Where seen, animal mess to be removed or buried 
away from the garden.

2 x 2 = 4

Sunburn / heatstroke 3 x 2 = 6 Gardening not scheduled over the hottest part of the
day when the weather is hot.

Suitable clothing worn (hat, suncream).

Regular breaks.

Volunteers encouraged to bring water.

2 x 2 = 4

Lone working 3 x 3 = 9 Volunteers always work in at least pairs to 
ensure accidents or sudden onset of illness can 
be dealt with.

2 x 2 = 4

Assessed by Jo Cooney Date 07/2020

Checked by Kate Swindells Date 07/2020
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